I e Editor will be glad to receive offers of co-operation and contributions from members of the profession. All The oxygen is supplied in long iron cylinders, which contain the gas under a high pressure. At one end of the cylinder is a tap, to which a long rubber tube is attached leading to a large rubber bag ; from the bag another tube leads to a face-piece, of which two forms are used, one large like the face-piece of a Clover's ether inhaler, fitting over both nose and mouth, the other a small face-piece to go over the mouth alone, in shape like a large walnut-shell made of ebony, or the gas is given through a piece of tubing placed between the lips; somewhere, either in the tube leading from the bag or on the face-piece, is a tap. The use of the bag is to allow the gas to be given at less pressure than if given direct from the cylinder. The tap in the cylinder being gently opened the bag is filled with gas and the tap closed. The tap near the face-piece, which has been closed during the filling of the bag, is now gently opened, so that the smallest steady stream of gas possible is obtained ; the face-piece is held close to the patient's mouth. As the oxygen is inspired the colour of the lips, cheeks, and other parts changes rapidly from purple to red, and the pulse, as a rule, becomes slower.
The oxygen is either given contiuuously or intermittently, in the latter case applying the face-piece only when cyanosis appears. Sometimes the gas in the bag has been given mixed with air, but this is now found unnecessary, as few patients will tolerate a face-piece that fits so tight as to exclude air. Sufficient to dilute the gas is always inspired, and if the gas is given intermittently dilution is not required. The indications for its use are increasing block in the lungs and consequent heart failure, evidenced by the increasing cyanosis and progressive rapidity and feebleness of the pulse.
For the delirium of pneumonia no drug is equal to opium in some form or other, either morphia or Dover's powder being the most generally used. Should opium be contra-indicated, bromide of ammonium or potassium is given. Chloral must be given with caution, and is best combined with a dose of alcohol, or the latter alone will in a slight case ensure sleep.
At, and after the crisis there is always an axious period in a bad case of pneumonia, for the heart, freed from the stimulus of the fever, may tend to fail, and has to be strengthened by heart stimulants such as strychnine, with a judicious quantity of alcohol or other diffusible agent. The The iodides of iron or potash with quinine and other tonics and a liberal diet are given, and the patients are not confined,to bed, exercise and fresh air being generally found beneficial.
